
 

 
MALAYSIA 

AND THE 
FEDERATION OF MALAYA 

- 
THEIR STAMPS & POSTAL STATIONERY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L C Stanway FRPSL 
 
 
 

Digital Second Edition 
 
 
 

 

Malaya Study Group 
2023 

  



00.2 Malaysia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by 

Malaya Study Group, 

Great Britain. 

 

 
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. 

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. 

 

 

 Volume 1 First Edition 2009 ISBN 978-0-9525118-3-0 (printed) 

  ISBN 978-0-9525118-4-7 (CD-Rom) 

 Volume 2 First Edition 2009 ISBN 978-0-95251118-5-4 (Printed) 

  ISBN 978-0-95251118-6-1 (CD-ROM) 

 Volume 4 First Edition 2011 ISBN 978-0-9525118-7-8 (hardback) 

  ISBN 978-0-9525118-8-5 (digital) 

 Digital Second Edition 2022 

 

 
All rights reserved.  No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 

by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photo-copying, recording or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher in writing. 

 

© L.C. Stanway 2022 

 



Malaysia 00.3 

 

Contents 

 

Preface 

Introduction and Acknowledgements. 

 

Section 1:  General Background Information. 

1. Introduction to Malaya. 

 1. Political and Postal History of Malaya. 

 2. Currency. 

 3. Language. 

 4. Coat of Arms. 

 5. Flag. 

 6. State Names. 

 7. Yang di-Pertuan Agong. 

 8. Heads of State of the States. 

 9. Conference of the Rulers. 

 10. Federal Parliament. 

 11. Federal Prime Minister. 

 12. State Parliaments. 

 13. ASEAN. 

2. Biographical Information on Personalities on 

Malaysian stamps. 

 1. Individual Biographies. 

 2. General information on Malayan personal 

names, honorifics and titles. 

 3. Honours and Decorations. 

3. Philatelic Background Information. 

 1. Validity of Stamps and Postal Stationery for 

Postage. 

 2. The Stamp Production Process and Dates 

quoted in this Handbook. 

 3. Printing methods. 

 4. The Printers. 

 5. Paper (Phosphors, Watermarks). 

 6. Measurements quoted in this Handbook. 

 7. Perforations. 

 8. Colours. 

 9. Flaws and other printing varieties. 

 10. Aerogramme. 

 11. Specimens. 

 12. First day covers and postmarks. 

 13. Presentation packs. 

 14. Designers. 

 15. Catalogue Numbers used in this book. 

4. Postal rates. 

5. Bibliography. 

6. Glossary. 

 

Section 2:  The Federation of Malaya 

7. 1948 Definitive Issue – 1. Stamps. 

8. 1948 Definitive Issue – 2. Postal Stationery. 

 2.1 Postcards. 

 2.2 Envelopes. 

 2.3 Registration envelopes. 

 2.4 Aerogrammes. 

9. 1957 Definitive Issue. 

 1. Federal Definitive Stamps. 

 2. State Definitive Stamps. 

 3. Postal stationery. 

 3.1 Postcards. 

 3.2 Envelopes. 

 3.3 Registration envelopes. 

 3.4 Aerogrammes. 

10. Special Issues. 

11. Revenues. 

12. Malayan Postal Union Postage Dues 

 

Section 3:  Malaysia Definitive Issues. 

13. Sabah & Sarawak Issues 1963-1965. 

 1. North Borneo/Sabah Definitive Issue. 

 2. North Borneo/Sabah Special Issue. 

 3. Sarawak Definitive Issue. 

 4. Sarawak Special Issue. 

14. 1965 Definitive Issue. 

 1. Federal High Value Stamps. 

 2. State Low Value Stamps. 

 3. Federal Postal Stationery. 

 3.1 Postcards. 

 3.2 Envelopes. 

 3.3 Aerogrammes. 

 3.4 Registration envelopes. 

15. 1970 Definitive Issue. 

 1. Federal High Value Stamps. 

 2. State Low Value Stamps. 

 3. Federal Low Value Coil Stamps. 

 4. Stamp Booklets. 

 5. Federal Postal Stationery. 

 5.1 Postcards. 

 5.2 Envelopes. 

 5.3 Aerogrammes. 

 5.4 Souvenir album. 

16. 1979 Definitive Issue. 

 1. Federal High Value Stamps. 

 2. State Low Value Stamps. 

 3. Stamp Booklets. 

 3.1 Stitched Booklets. 

 3.2 Selvedge Booklets. 

 4. Federal Postal Stationery. 

 4.1 Postcards. 

 4.2 Envelopes. 

 4.3 Aerogrammes. 

 4.4 Souvenir album. 

17. 1986 Definitive Issue. 

 1. Federal Medium Value Stamps. 

 1.1 “¢/$” Printings. 

 1.2 “Sen/RM” Printings. 

 2. Federal High Value Stamps. 

 2.1 Harrison Printings. 

 2.2 SPM “$” Printings. 

 2.3 SPM “RM” Printings. 

 3. State Low Value Stamps. 

 3.1 “¢” Printings. 

 3.2 “sen” Printings. 

 4. Stamp Booklets. 

 4.1 Stitched Booklets. 

 4.2 Selvedge Machine Booklets. 

 4.3 Selvedge Counter Booklets. 

 5. Postal Stationery Envelopes. 

18. 2005 Definitive Issue. 

19. 2007 Definitive Issue. 

20. 2016 Definitive Issue. 

21. 2017 Definitive Issue. 

22. 2020 Definitive Issue. 



00.4 Malaysia 

 

Section 4:  Malaysia Special Issues. 

31 Special Issues 1963 - 1969. 

32. Special Issues 1970 - 1974. 

33. Special Issues 1975 - 1979. 

34. Special Issues 1980 - 1984. 

35. Special Issues 1985 - 1989. 

36. Special Issues 1990 - 1994. 

37. Special Issues 1995. 

38. Special Issues 1996. 

39. Special Issues 1997. 

40. Special Issues 1998. 

41. Special Issues 1999. 

42. Special Issues 2000. 

43. Special Issues 2001. 

44. Special Issues 2002. 

45. Special Issues 2003. 

46. Special Issues 2004. 

47. Special Issues 2005. 

48. Special Issues 2006. 

49. Special Issues 2007. 

50. Special Issues 2008. 

51. Special Issues 2009. 

52. Special Issues 2010. 

53. Special Issues 2011. 

54. Special Issues 2012. 

55. Special Issues 2013. 

56. Special Issues 2014. 

57. Special Issues 2015. 

58. Special Issues 2016. 

59. Special Issues 2017. 

60. Special Issues 2018. 

61. Special Issues 2019. 

62. Special Issues 2020. 

63. Special Issues 2021. 

 

Section 5:  Malaysia Miscellaneous Material. 

71. Setemku (Personalised) Stamps. 

72. Posdaftar Registration System. 

73. Postage Dues. 

74. Revenues. 

75. Official Postal Stationery. 

76. Year Packs & Albums. 

77. Special Presentation Albums. 

78. Official Greetings. 

79. Malayan Railway Newspaper Stamps. 

80. Perfins. 

81. First flight Covers. 

82. Promotional etiquettes. 

83. Postal orders. 

84. Avis de reception 

 

Index 1. Chronological Index. 

Index 2. Thematic/Subject Index. 

Index 3. Index by type of material. 

Index 4. Index by Designer. 

 

 



Malaysia 00.5 

 

Foreword to First Edition 

 

Len Stanway has for many years been the European doyen of modern Malaysia issues.  He has already written 

extensively in the Malayan Philatelist and the Sarawak Journal about the stamps which so often in specialist 

situations tend to be forgotten because they are “too modern” or “only wallpaper”.  This is an insult to the philatelic 

research and depth of knowledge of the author of this book, which is Volume One of what will be a three-volume 

work. 

 The introductory chapters on the politics and history of the Malaysian Nation from 1948 through to the present 

day represent, in themselves, an extremely worthwhile project and one which is not available in such a concise yet 

comprehensive presentation anywhere else to my knowledge. 

 It is easy when writing a foreword to a friend’s work to be over ambitious with praise and often lamentably 

uncritical.  For this work, Len was considerate enough to allow me early sight of his chapters and after some 

hopefully constructive comments, he rearranged many dozens of pages to follow one of my suggestions.  This 

demonstrates, if that were necessary, the humility of this author, but it does not begin to congratulate him for what 

looks, even at first glance, a lifetime’s work. 

 It would be unsatisfactory, if not dangerous, to select any particular section of this great work for special praise.  

Being a revenue collector myself, it is wonderful to see so much information now in one place about these 

interesting and elusive stamps.  The early chapter on the Postal Stationery, which continues the research which the 

Group published on George VI material, is comprehensive and beautifully illustrated.  The same could be said 

about any chapter from the postal history and rates, the Royal succession, the philatelic information and the detailed 

and comprehensive listing of every issue from 1948 to date. 

 The author is to be congratulated for bringing together a multitude of facts and decades of published and 

unpublished information and producing what will surely be the definitive work on Malaysian issues of this 

generation.  Some might query the complete listings of every printing and detailed, almost pedantic, publication 

of facts and figures, but to be comprehensive this is necessary and this will be the manual for every collector of 

Malaysia stamps and postal history. 

 In writing this work, Len Stanway will open the eyes of the blinded classic collector to the delights and intrigue 

of the modernist and I am sure will recruit many new collectors to the cause.  In particular, the publication of this 

magnum opus in both electronic and paper form will allow a speedy and inexpensive worldwide distribution of a 

truly superb work. 

 The Malaya Study Group is proud to be honoured with the opportunity to publish this great work and we thank 

Len for his outstanding contribution. 

 

Peter Cockburn 

Chairman, Malaya Study Group 

June 2009 

 

 

Foreword to Second Edition 

 

The first volume of the 1st Edition of “Malaysia and the Federation of Malaya; their Stamps and Postal Stationery” 

was published in hard copy in 2009.  It was rightly described by the MSG’s then-Chairman, Peter Cockburn, as 

“The definitive work on Malaysian issues”. 

 In the 13 years since that first volume was published, more than 200 issues of Malaysian stamps, miniature 

sheets, registration labels etc., have been produced.  This digital Second Edition includes all these and the necessary 

accompanying philatelic information for each issue.  It brings Len Stanway’s Magnum Opus up to date to the end 

of last year.  It also covers valuable new information about earlier issues that has come to light in the past decade. 

 Over this period, digitisation of all aspects of stamp production, requisitioning, etc., has proceeded apace, but, 

with the plenty that digital technology allows, comes a carelessness about storing and curating the necessary 

supporting information.  (How many of us with our tablets and smartphones keep and curate the hundreds of 

images that we capture in the way that photograph albums used to do?) and, as Len himself notes, the industry and 

postal authorities’ restructuring that has taken place over the past 10 15 years has led to the loss of much archival 

material.  It reflects great credit on Len Stanway’s diligence and meticulousness that he has been able to amass the 

information that he has, particularly about the more recent issues. 

 This Second Edition continues the superb quality of the earlier printed volumes; and in a more accessible and 

inexpensive format, bringing this work to a wider audience.  The Malaya Study Group is proud to be associated 

with this valuable project and we are very grateful to Len Stanway for his outstanding contribution to Malaysian 

philately. 

 

Dominic Morris 

Chairman, Malaya Study Group 

September 2022 

 



00.6 Malaysia 

 

 6 

Introduction. 

 

At the outset of the period covered by this book all the states of the Malayan peninsula and the former Straits 

Settlements were using the stamps of the “Malaya Key Type” series derived from the 1935 issue of Straits 

Settlements, whilst the British possessions on Borneo were completely separate issuing authorities.  Collectors 

complained about exploitation, but stamps were essentially issued for postal purposes and collecting was only one 

consideration, and a small one at that, in the minds of postal officials.  Today, philately is big business and the 

majority of stamps are primarily produced for export sales to collectors world-wide, with little postal justification.  

Similarly, postal stationery has evolved from purely utilitarian items to a wide variety of philatelic/tourist products, 

plus a far wider range of items for use on specialist services.  We now have miniature sheets and sheetlets, 

illustrated airletters and covers, stamp booklets, etc.  However, few philatelic services are provided for postal 

stationery, so it is very difficult to keep track of new productions.  Post Offices have ceased to be places to go to 

post letters and now are often combined with retail shops offering a wide variety of products previously the 

province of specialised stationers and, often, different trades altogether. 

 This book was originally envisaged in 1995 with the intention to consolidate in easily-referenced form all the 

information which had been published on “modern material” in The Malayan Philatelist, the journal of the Malaya 

Study Group, and other MSG publications.  It was soon realised that there were many gaps that needed to be filled.  

It now seeks to document, to the greatest extent possible, the stamps and postal stationery issued in Malaya and 

Malaysia from creation of the Federation of Malaya in 1948, through independence in 1957 (1963 in the case of 

Sabah and Sarawak), to the end of 2021. 

 Hard copy printing made it necessary to publish the original book in three volumes.  Volume 1 in this series 

provided the background to modern Malayan philately and took the story from the formation of the Federation of 

Malaya in 1948 to the summer of 1963.  Volumes 2 and 3 took the story from the establishment of the enlarged 

federation of Malaysia to 2009, including the postage due labels and revenue stamps of Malaysia and a variety of 

miscellaneous material, such as railway stamps, Cinderellas, first flights, presentation booklets, etc..  The creation 

of Malaysia brought North Borneo (renamed Sabah) and Sarawak into the scope of this book.  We therefore 

included a description of the issues of those countries that were in use at that date and which continued in use until 

1965.  The contemporary issues of Singapore, which was briefly part of the Federation, are not included as no new 

Singapore issues appeared during the Malaysia period and the post-1955 stamps of Singapore form part of a 

separate story.  The definitive issues of Malaysia covered all had considerable complexity, the 1986 issue being in 

use for over thirty years and possibly the most complicated issue ever released in Malaya.  The rate of release of 

special issues grew steadily during this period.  The issue rate peaked around 2000-2001 with a plethora of issues 

to mark the Millennium.  The introduction of registrations stamps with tear-off barcode labels as part of the 2001 

new registration system added a new element to Malaysian philately and are difficult to obtain intact for obvious 

reasons. 

 This digital edition consolidates the three volumes in a more convenient order of chapters and provides 

considerable additional information, both on subsequent issues and on more recent discoveries about earlier issues.  

Some additional miscellaneous material has also been added. 

 Whilst detailed printing and sale information exists in the public domain for many of the issues at the start of 

this period, this quickly petered out and became shrouded in “commercial confidentiality”.  At the same time, 

organisational restructuring in the postal authorities and printer mergers have led to the destruction of a lot of 

archive material which would have been of immense value to researchers.  The introduction of information 

technology has made it easy to dispose of records by the press of a key, which means that the ledgers so valuable 

in historical research are no longer created or retained. 

 Given how recent the material described in this volume is, it is remarkably difficult to obtain sheets or even 

marginal blocks of many issues, so, if it was not recorded at the time of issue (which it generally was not), it is 

very difficult to assemble detailed information on sheet formats, sheet markings, etc., in retrospect. 

 With the growth in the number of special issues, it became impossible for sorting staff to know every issue and 

this led to the abandonment of the practice of declaring old issues invalid for postage. 

 The author apologises in advance for any omissions and hopes that readers knowing any additional information 

will contact him via the publishers in order to put the record straight for any future publications.  Where 

appropriate, the author will seek to collate such updated information for publication through the pages of The 

Malayan Philatelist and/or through supplements to this volume. 

 Throughout the book, with the exception of state names, I have tried to use the modern Bahasa Malaysia version 

of Malay names and texts wherever possible, unless the context dictates otherwise.  References to currencies, etc., 

reflect those used at the time of issue. 

 A special effort has been made to ensure consistent descriptions where it is clear that the same perforator would 

have been used for multiple issues.  Some dimensions may therefore vary slightly from those originally published 

in The Malayan Philatelist. 
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